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Marriage History File 1985-2007

VH1 "1968 | NTERVI EW NUMBER OF | NDI VI DUAL" NUM 4. 0)
1968 I nterview Nunmber (1968 |ID Nunmber) of the Individual

This variable is the identification nunber for the 1968 Family Unit with which this

i ndi vidual is associated, whether or not he or she actually resided in that Fanmily Unit.
The conbination of this variable and the individual's Person Nunber (MA2) provides uni que
identification for himor her. These two variables are the sanme identifiers as those used
t hroughout the PSID for individuals. Ranges of values are also nmeaningful, as indicated
bel ow.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text

22,372 43.81 1 - 2,930 Individual is associated with a fanily fromthe SRC
cross-section sanple.

2,233 4.37 3,001 - 3,511 Individual is associated with a famly fromthe New
| mmi grant sanpl e.

18,250 35.74 5,001 - 6,872 Individual is associated with a fam|ly fromthe Census

sanpl e.
8,211 16.08 7,001 - 9,308 Individual is associated with a fanmily fromthe Latino
sanpl e.
MVH2 " PERSON NUMBER OF | NDI VI DUAL" NUM 3. 0)

Per son Nunber of the I|ndividua

This variable, in combination with 1968 Interview Nunmber (MHl), provides a unique
identifier for this individual throughout the PSID. Ranges of val ues are al so neani ngful
as indi cated bel ow

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
22,748 44.55 1 - 19 Individual who was living in an original core, Latino, or
New | mmigrant sanple family at the tine of the initial
interview
6 .01 20 Individual who was spouse of the original core, Latino,

or New I mm grant sanple Head and was living in an
institution at the time of the initial interview

364 .71 21 - 26 Individual who was a child or stepchild of the origina
core, Latino, or New |Inmgrant sanple Head and was under
25 and in an institution at the tine of the initia
interview

8,403 16.46 30 - 169 Individual who has at | east one sanple parent and who was
born into the sanple since the original core, Latino, or
New | mm grant interview

19,505 38.20 170 - 226 |Individual who has no sanple parent, or who noved into
the sanple for the first time after the original core,
Lati no, or New |Inmigrant interview

9 .02 227 1 ndividual who was spouse of an original core, Latino, or
New | nm grant sanpl e Head and who noved out in the year
prior to the initial interview

31 . 06 229 - 399 |Individual who has no sanple parent, or who noved into
the sanple for the first tine after the original core,
Lati no, or New |Inmigrant interview
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VH3 "SEX OF | NDI VI DUAL" NUM 1. 0)
Sex of 1ndividual
Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
24,978 48.91 1 Mle
26,088 51.09 2 Femal e
M4 "MONTH | NDI VI DUAL BORN' NUM 2. 0)

Individual's Month of Birth

Note that the individual's birth date on this file may be inconsistent with his or her age
and birth date on the PSID main files. See Section |IV: Idiosyncracies, Data d eaning and
Variabl e Details for nore information.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
4,377 8.57 1 January; w nter
3,915 7.67 2 February
4, 250 8.32 3 March
3,870 7.58 4 April; spring
4,034  7.90 5 May
4,045 7.92 6 June
4, 357 8.53 7 July; sumrer
4,469 8.75 8 August
4,417 8. 65 9 Sept enber
4, 309 8.44 10 OCctober; fall; autum
4, 157 8.14 11 Novenber
4,289 8. 40 12 Decenber
577 1.13 98 NA, DK
MH5 "YEAR | NDI VI DUAL BORN' NUM 4. 0)

I ndividual's Year of Birth

Note that the individual's birth date on this file may be inconsistent with his or her age
and birth date on the PSID main files. See Section |V: |diosyncracies, Data C eaning and
Variable Details for nore information.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
50,485 98.86 1,884 - 1,995 Year born
581 1.14 9,998 NA;, DK
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VH6 "1968 | NTERVI EW NUMBER OF SPOUSE" NUM 4. 0)
1968 Intervi ew Number (1968 I D Nunber) of the Spouse

This variable is the identification nunber for the 1968 Family Unit with which the spouse
i s associ ated, whether or not he or she actually resided in that Famly Unit. The

conbi nation of this variable and the spouse's Person Number (MH7) provides unique
identification for himor her. These two variables are the sane identifiers as those used
t hroughout the PSID for individuals. Ranges of values are al so meaningful, as indicated
bel ow.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
17,521 34.31 0 Inap.: no spouse; never married (MHL7=0)
16,417 32.15 1 - 2,930 Spouse was associated with a family fromthe SRC cross-

section sanple.

1, 322 2.59 3,001 - 3,511 Spouse was associated with a famly fromthe New
| mmi grant sanpl e.

10,501 20.56 5,001 - 6,872 Spouse was associated with a famly fromthe Census

sanpl e.
5,139 10.06 7,001 - 9,308 Spouse was associated witha fanily fromthe Latino
sanpl e.
166 .33 9,999 NA or DK whether ever married
VH7 " PERSON NUMBER OF SPOUSE" NUM 3. 0)

Per son Number of the Spouse

This variable, in conmbination with 1968 Interview Nunmber (MH6), provides a unique
identifier for the spouse throughout the PSID. Ranges of values are al so neaningful, as
i ndi cated bel ow.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
17,521 34.31 0 Inap.: never married (MHL7=0)
13,160 25.77 1 - 19 Spouse who was living in an original core, Latino or New
I mmigrant sanple famly at the time of the initial
i nterview
10 .02 20 Spouse who was spouse of the original core, Latino, or

New | mm grant sanple Head and was living in an
institution at the time of the initial interview

209 .41 21 - 26 Spouse who was a child or stepchild of the original core,
Lati no, or New | nmigrant sanple Head and was under age 25
and in an institution at the time of initial interview

1,783 3.49 30 - 169 Spouse who has at | east one sanple parent and who was
born into the sanple since the original core, Latino, or
New | mmi grant interview

10,357 20.28 170 - 226 Spouse who has no sanple parent, or who noved into the
sample for the first time after the original core,
Lati no, or New I nmgrant interview

38 .07 227 Spouse who was spouse of an original core, Latino, or New
| nmi grant sanpl e Head and who noved out in the year prior
to the initial interview

21 .04 228 Spouse who was spouse of original core, Latino, or New
| nm grant sanple Head and who died in the year prior to
the initial interview
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399

990
999 NA or

Spouse who
sampl e for
Lati no, or

Spouse who

has no sanpl e parent,
the first time after
New | mmi grant intervi

DK whet her ever married

or who noved into the
the original core,
ew

has never been in any sanple fanily

VH8 "ORDER OF THI S MARRI AGE" NUM 2. 0)
Order of This Marriage
Order of this marriage relative to the individual's other marriages, fromearliest to npst
recent.
Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
25,687 50.30 1 First marriage
5,938 11.63 2 Second narriage
1, 202 2.35 3 Third marriage
191 .37 4 Fourth marriage
50 .10 5 Fifth marriage
14 .03 6 Sixth marriage
9 .02 7 Seventh marriage
1 .00 8 Eighth narriage
453 . 89 98 NA; DK
17,521 34.31 99 Inap.: never nmarried (MHL7=0)
VHO "MONTH MARRI ED' NUM 2. 0)

Month in which this Marriage Qccurred
Val ues indicate the nmonth or season the marriage took place.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
1,831 3.59 1 January
1,942 3.80 2 February
1, 944 3.81 3 March
2,197 4. 30 4 April
2,545 4.98 5 My
3,629 7.11 6 June
2,733 5.35 7 July
3,032 5.94 8 August
2,686 5. 26 9 Sept enber
2,297 4.50 10 Cctober
2,253 4.41 11 Novenber
2,529 4.95 12 Decenber
12 .02 21 Wnter
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21 .04 22 Spring
52 .10 23 Summer
15 .03 24 Fall; autum
3, 827 7.49 98 NA, DK
17,521 34.31 99 Inap.: never married (MHL7=0)
MH10 "YEAR NARRI ED" NUM 4. 0)
Year in which this Marriage Occurred
Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
31,435 61.56 1,905 - 2,007 Year married
2,110 4.13 9,998 NA, DK
17,521 34.31 9,999 Inap.: never married (MHL7=0)
MH11 "STATUS OF TH S MARRI AGE" NUM 1. 0)

Status of This Marriage

This variable indicates the status of this narriage as of the wave indicated in ML6.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
18,815 36.84 1 Marriage intact
2,701 5.29 3 Marriage ended i n wi dowhood
10,475 20.51 4 Marriage ended in divorce or annul nent
1, 355 2.65 5 Spouses separated
31 . 06 7 Oher: nore recent marriage also reported, but no
evi dence of divorce or w dowhood. |ndividual is probably
a bigam st.
168 . 33 8 NA; DK
17,521 34.31 9 lInap.: never married (MH17=0)
VH12 "MONTH W DOWED OR DI VORCED! NUM 2. 0)
Month in which This Marriage Ended i n Wdowhood or Divorce
Val ues indicate nonth or season narri age ended in divorce, annul nent, w dowhood, or somne
ot her neans.
Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
874 1.71 1 January
720 1.41 2 February
893 1.75 3 March
754 1.48 4 April
805 1.58 5 My
927 1.82 6 June
795 1.56 7 July
811 1.59 8 August
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752 1.47 9 Sept enber
809 1.58 10 OCct ober
754 1.48 11 Novenber
812 1.59 12 Decenber
29 . 06 21 Wnter
46 .09 22 Spring
84 .16 23 Summer
40 .08 24 Fall; autum
3,439 6.73 98 NA or DK nonth; NA or DK status of marriage (M11=8)
37,722 73.87 99 Inap.: marriage has not ended (MH11=1,5,7); never narried
( MH17=0)
MH13 "YEAR W DOWNED OR DI VORCED" NUM 4. 0)
Year in which This Marriage Ended in Wdowhood or Divorce
Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
11,738 22.99 1,915 - 2,007 Year marriage ended
1, 606 3.14 9,998 NA or DK year; NA or DK status of marriage (MH11=8)
37,722 73.87 9,999 Inap.: marriage has not ended (MH11=1,5,7); never narried
( MH17=0)
VH14 " MONTH SEPARATED" NUM 2. 0)

Mont h of Separation for This Marriage
Val ues indicate nonth or season spouses stopped |iving together.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
888 1.74 1 January
620 1.21 2 February
624 1.22 3 March
592 1.16 4 April
627 1.23 5 My
834 1.63 6 June
645 1.26 7 July
625 1.22 8 August
656 1.28 9 Sept enber
586 1.15 10 Cctober
565 1.11 11 Novenber
599 1.17 12 Decenber

35 .07 21 Wnter
42 .08 22 Spring
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62 .12 23

22 .04 24
4,007 7.85 98
39,037 76.44 99

VH15 "YEAR SEPARATED"

Sunmmrer
Fal | ; autumm
NA or DK nonth; NA or DK status of marriage (MH11=8)
Inap.: married or wi dowed (MH11=1, 3); never narried
(MH17=0)

NUM 4. 0)

Year of Separation for This Marriage

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
9,748 19.09 1,915 - 2,007 Year separated
2,281 4. 47 9,998 NA or DK year; NA or DK status of marriage (MH11=8)
39,037 76.44 9,999 Inap.: married or wi dowed (MH11=1, 3); never married
(MH17=0)
MH16 "YEAR MOST RECENTLY REPORTED MARRI ACGE" NUM 4. 0)

Year of the Most Recent Marriage Report for This |ndividual
Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
731 1.43 1,985 Most recently collected in 1985
743 1.45 1,986 Most recently collected in 1986
693 1.36 1,987 Most recently collected in 1987
690 1.35 1,988 Most recently collected in 1988
604 1.18 1,989 Most recently collected in 1989
1,110 2.17 1,990 Most recently collected in 1990
1,222 2.39 1,991 Most recently collected in 1991
2,119 4.15 1,992 Most recently collected in 1992
1,932 3.78 1,993 Most recently collected in 1993
2,134 4.18 1,994 Most recently collected in 1994
5,785 11.33 1,995 Most recently collected in 1995
5,954 11.66 1,996 Most recently collected in 1996
1,150 2.25 1,997 Most recently collected in 1997
961 1.88 1,999 Most recently collected in 1999
1,221 2.39 2,001 Mbst recently collected in 2001
1, 920 3.76 2,003 Mbst recently collected in 2003
2,068 4.05 2,005 Mbst recently collected in 2005
20,029 39.22 2,007 Mbst recently collected in 2007
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MH17 "NUMBER OF MARRI AGES OF THI' S | NDI VI DUAL" NUM 2. 0)
Nunber of Marriages of This Individual

Val ues indicate the total nunber of marriages reported for this individual as of the nopst
recent year of report indicated in IMHL6.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
17,521 34.31 0 None
19,228 37.65 1 One
10,332 20.23 2 Two
2,796 5. 48 3 Three
511 1.00 4 Four
143 .28 5 Five
38 . 07 6 Six
31 . 06 7 Seven
8 .02 8 Ei ght
458 .90 98 NA, DK
MH18 "LAST KNOAN MARI TAL STATUS" NUM 1. 0)

Most Recently Reported Marital Status of This Individual

This variable indicates the marital status reported for this individual as of the wave
indi cated in MH16.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text

24,285 47.56 1 Married
17,521 34.31 2 Never married
2, 506 4.91 3 Wdowed
4,900 9. 60 4 Divorced, annul ment
1, 690 3.31 5 Separated
164 .32 8 NA DK
VH19 "NUVMBER OF MARRI AGE RECORDS' NUM 2. 0)

Nurmber of Records for This I|ndividual

Val ues indicate the total number of records that this individual has on this file. For
exanpl e, a value of 2 indicates that this individual has 2 records (2 marriages) on this
file. A single record for an individual is used to record either one marriage, zero
marriages, or entirely mssing data about marital history. Use values in M7 (# of
marriages) to determ ne which kind of record a value of 1 in this variable indicates.

Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text
37,197 72.84 1 One record for this individual: one marriage, no
marri ages, or an unknown number of marriages
11,318 22.16 2 Two records for this individual
2,061 4.04 3 Three records for this individual
348 . 68 4 Four records for this individual
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95 .19 5 Five records for this individua
18 .04 6 Six records for this individua
21 .04 7 Seven records for this individua
8 .02 8 Eight records for this individua
MH20 " RELEASE NUMBER! NUM 1. 0)
Rel ease Nunber
Count % Val ue/ Range Code Val ue/ Range Text

51,066 100.00

1

Rel ease nunmber 1, June 2009
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