Biomeasure Planning for PSID
Questions and Issues for Discussion
Introduction

· Brief overview of biomeasures discussed at the PSID Biomeasure Workshop

· Genetic factors

· Obesity

· Respiratory system

· Stress and mental and physical health
· Metabolic system

· Infectious disease

· Summary of other key issues discussed at the workshop

· Legal and ethical issues

· Complementarities with international studies

· Overlap with other U.S. studies

· Summary of recommendations from Biomeasure Workshop panel discussion

Board Discussion Topics

· What biomeasures should PSID consider collecting and why?

· None

· Biomeasures of key health measures currently obtained solely through respondent reports and widely used as outcomes or explanatory variables

· Obesity

· Disability

· Diagnosis of key chronic diseases

· Biomeasures that leverage key PSID features, such as its genealogical design

· Genetics

· For whom should biomeasures be collected?

· PSID respondents and spouses
· All current and prospective sample members

· Adults family members only or just the elderly
· Children only, as part of a new CDS cohort or permanent new child data collection plan
· All family members

· Subsampled families, households, or individuals
· What data collection modes should be considered?

· Biomeasures that can be collected through the mail

· In-person visits by interviewers or health technicians

· Other modes (e.g., clinic visits)

· Integrated with regular interview (mode effects or changes in response rates if PSID interviews conducted in-person)
· Need for multiple, possibly self-administered, measures over a period for biomeasures known to vary over time (spirometry, blood pressure, cortisol)

· How often should biomeasures be collected?

· One time only

· Collected on a regular cycle, every x years

· What level of integration should there be with other data collection initiatives?

· Should biomeasure collection be timed to coincide with collection of other new in-person data on children or adults?
· Practical issues, concerns, and risks
· Respondent burden

· Need for additional data to interpret biomeasure results (illness, environmental exposures, diagnosis and treatment of additional diseases and conditions, testing environment, etc.)

· Increased non-response rates on core PSID in the future

· Piloting of data collection approach and measures
· Long-term storage and management of stored samples

· Finding a reliable lab partner, choosing appropriate measures, establishing measurement properties

· Funding sources and potential crowding-out effect on other PSID initiatives
· Remaining questions and next steps
